
[date]

Dear [First and Last Name], Member of the [Name of your school district] School Board,
Several districts have set up virtual charter schools so they can enroll homeschoolers from around the state in their dis-
trict through open enrollment while the students continue to study at home, thereby increasing enrollment and district 
revenues at a low cost to the district. I am writing to ask you to oppose such a program if it is proposed for our district. 
Please consider the following information, some of which may not be readily available to you from other sources.
• Districts have economic incentives for creating such virtual charter schools. Each student who open enrolls in their 
virtual charter school from another district increases the district’s revenues by an average of $6,500 while the sending 
district also receives an average of $6,500, often without ever seeing the student. Because virtual charter schools cost so 
much less to operate than brick and mortar schools, districts can make money even when they receive only $6,500 for 
a student who open enrolls into their virtual charter school. At the same time, virtual charter schools cost Wisconsin 
taxpayers an average of $13,000 per student.
• Such virtual charter schools are likely to be challenged on several grounds.
(1) These schools may be spending taxpayers’ money without adequate accountability.
(2) These schools may be in violation of Wisconsin statutes, including those that require that all public school students 
be taught by a Wisconsin-certified teacher for a minimum number of hours and days each school year. In addition, some 
virtual charter schools have promised to cover the cost of curriculum and/or private lessons, despite the fact that state law 
does not permit school districts to pay parents for purchasing a curriculum, electronic devices, or books.
(3) Virtual charter schools that have told parents they can use religious curriculums may be challenged for violating the 
First Amendment principle of separation of church and state.
On June 15, 2012, the DPI sent a strongly worded letter to all school district administrators expressing its concerns about 
such programs and outlining statutes that pertain to them, including possible penalties for failure to comply. This letter is 
evidence of the possibility of legal challenges to such virtual charter schools. (A copy of the letter is available on the WPA 
website. Go to: http://homeschooling-wpa.org/, click on “Issues and Legislation” at the top of the home page and then on 
“Virtual Charter Schools” on the right side of the page or click here.)
• If there are legal challenges, school districts will have to pay the cost of them.
• A series of articles highly critical of virtual charter schools was published by a number of local Wisconsin newspapers 
owned by Gannett, a media conglomerate, in August, 2012.
• Such schools are likely to weaken taxpayer support for public schools. When taxpayers find out that children can be 
educated for less money through programs such as these, they may want to reduce tax dollars spent on conventional 
public schools.
• Districts that are hoping to make a significant amount of money by convincing homeschoolers to enroll in virtual char-
ter schools should realize that over the long haul, these programs are unlikely to grow very large. During the past decade, 
virtual charter schools have not grown very much. Also, only about 2% of the school age population is homeschooling. 
Many of them are not interested in being involved with the public schools. Once the fraction of former homeschoolers 
who are willing to accept public school regulation have enrolled, either growth will level off or students who are currently 
attending brick and mortar public schools will enroll in virtual charter schools, thereby undermining brick and mortar 
schools.
• Such programs blur the distinction between public schools and homeschools, making it more difficult for both groups 
to maintain their identify and carry out their mission. I am writing both as a homeschooler and as a resident of the 
[Name] School District. 
If the establishment of a virtual charter school aimed at homeschoolers is proposed in our district, please oppose it.
Thank you for your consideration of this matter. If you have questions or want more information, please feel free to con-
tact me.

       Sincerely,

       [Your Name] 
       [Your Address]
       [Your Telephone Number]
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